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The Fifth and Sixth Chinese armies took up a position at
Pyawbwe, sent detachments on to Toungoo, and made an
attempt to co-operate with the British in holding a line running
across the country from Pyinmana to Allanmyo. The Japanese,
however, foiled this by driving a wedge between the British and
the Chinese. The British thereupon fell back up the Chindwin
valley towards Manipur. Crossing the river at Kalewa they
made their way up the Kabaw Valley to Tamu and theixce over
the Naga Hills to Imphal. Stilwell, retreating from Pyinmana,
hoped to make a stand in northern Burma, but the Japanese
prevented this by piercing the Shan Hills and defeating a
Chinese force at Loilem. Stilwell with a mixed band of Ameri-
cans, British, Burmese and Chinese trekked off towards India
through Banmauk, and crossed the Chindwin at Homalin. The
remainder of the Chinese armies disintegrated.
The Japanese had conquered Burma with only four divisions.
They now began to build up their strength for an attack on
India. To meet this the Allies had at first no co-ordinated plan.
In the dry weather of 1942-43 a British attempt to seize northern
Arakan failed disastrously. The Americans were all for re-
opening the land route to China and a drive to secure Myit-
kyina. The British were sceptical of a North Burma offensive
but ultimately yielded to American pressure. The Americans
therefore began feverishly to construct the Ledi Road and at
the same time to supply China with Lease-Lend materials by
air over the Himalayan Hump.
Early in 1943 a co-ordinated plan emerged, which envisaged
a drive for Myitkyina by StilwelPs force, a push across the
Chindwin from Manipur by the main Allied army, and the
despatch of Wingate's specially-trained 'Chindit* force to
operate behind the Japanese lines without any communi-
cations save by air. In the spring of that year Wingate's small
force, composed of British, Burmese and Gurkha troops,
marched across Burma from Tonhe on the Chindwin to the
Mandalay-Myitkyina railway. Unfortunately the complemen-
tary operations had to be cancelled, and the Chindits* cam-
paign of sabotage and destruction lost much of its purpose and
meaning, save as a heartening demonstration of heroism.
At the Quebec Conference in August 1943 a big step
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